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Each month, a different genre will be introduced to your children.  Each book report will include the following: 1) Read at least one piece of literature for each genre, 2) Write a brief summary of the book (describing the main characters, setting, plot, problem, and solution as applicable) on a series of 3.5” x 5.0” index cards, 3) Complete each month’s project/extension.  Please see the following monthly breakdown for details.  Book reports will be completed as homework, and as third year students, your children will be expected to appropriately schedule their time in order to complete their reports on time.  Each completed report will be presented to the class on the due date.  All books need to be at the appropriate level for each child and need to be approved by your child’s teacher before the first Friday of the month.  Students should also bring in their books on the day of presentation.
October



Genre:
Biography/Autobiography Due date: 10/26/12
Project/Extension:
Create a timeline, poster, or booklet to communicate the major contributions of your subject.  Come to school dressed like your famous person or bring in the costume.
November



Genre:
Peace Project

Due date: 11/30/12
Project/Extension:
Choose a book on character development, such as peace, conflict resolution, self-esteem, or any other positive character trait.  Create a 3-D object to represent this character trait.  For example, you may create a mobile, diorama, or other 3-D project.
December



Genre: Folk Literature
Due date: 12/14/12
Project/Extension:
Read several examples of literature from this genre.  Examples include folklore, fables, tall tales, myths, and legends.  Choose one story and create a movie poster that would excite people to see a movie about your book. 
January



Genre:
Historical Fiction                 Due date: 1/25/13
Project/Extension:
Create a felt board or puppets of the setting and characters of the story.  Use the felt board or puppets to retell the story during your presentation.
February



Genre:
Periodicals

Due date: 2/22/13
Project/Extension:
Read a variety of newspapers, magazines, and other periodicals.  Choose 10 interesting and different articles to bind creatively into a booklet.  Ex: advice columns, sports columns, obituaries, informative text, classified ads, recipes, business news, world news, current events, etc.  Choose a type of article that is most interesting to you and write your own article in that style.  Design your article to look like an authentic newspaper or magazine.

March




Genre:
Science Fiction/Fantasy        Due date: 3/29/13 

Project/Extension: 
Create a comic strip or flip book to sequence the beginning, middle, and end of the story.
April




Genre:
Poetry


Due date: 4/26/13
Project/Extension:
Read poems from several different books of poetry.  Choose your favorite poem to recite for the class with emotion and enthusiasm.  The poem must be at least 8 lines long.
In addition, write an ode to an object found in nature.  You will recite your poem for Earth Day.
May
Genre: 
Mystery

Due date: 5/31/13
Project/Extension:
You are a detective.  Every detective keeps a journal to keep track of clues.  You will create your own detective journal.  As you read, search for the following items: characters, plot, theme, setting, conflict, resolution, and any other clues you find helpful in solving the mystery.  When you find these items, write them down in your journal.  Include pictures that you draw or cut and paste from magazines.  Good detectives also make predictions.  As you read the story, write down at least three predictions of what you think might happen next.  Be creative with your journal, but be sure to include all of the necessary information.
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